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‘You need to know that you work in mining, 
in an area with risk of collapse, and each of 
you needs to be aware that, just like Julio, 
you may never go home again’
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From the book ‘Rompimento da barragem de Brumadinho’

From the analysis of the evidence collected by this commission, there is 
no doubt that the Brumadinho crime was caused by the omission of those 
who, in the exercise of their professional duties, were aware of the 
unstable condition of dam B1 and, although they could, did not take any 
steps to try to avoid the loss of life and damage to the environment. The 
evidence points to the fact that Vale employees could and should have 
acted to avoid the outcome - yet failed to do so. Everyone involved, from 
the tip technicians to the company's president, was aware of the risk of B1 
breaching - evidence of which dates back to 2016, shortly after the 
Mariana disaster - and did nothing to prevent the dam from breaking.   
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